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1. MEDIA MARCH 18-19 REPORT THE EXECUTION OF HAILU REGASSA, 
TADESSE BIRU, ALULA BEKELLE, REZENE KIDANE, MELESS TEKLE AND 
GIDAY GEBRE- WAHID LATE MARCH 18 IN ADDIS ABABA. 

2. ACCORDING PRESS, THESE MEN HAD BEEN TRIED BY A SPECIAL 
MILITARY COURT. LATTER CONDEMNED HAILU REGASSA TO THE CAPITAL 
PENALTY AND THE REST TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. THIS VERDICT WAS 
REVIEWED BY PMAC WHICH DIRECTED, ON THE BASIS OF THE EVIDENCE 
AND THE CRIMES WITH WHICH THESE MEN WERE CHARGED, THAT ALL 
BE EXECUTED. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 02 ADDIS 03233 191305Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


3. HAILU REGASSA AND TADESSE BIRU WERE FOUND GUILTY OF "ATTEMPTING 
TO DISRUPT THE ETHIOPIAN POPULAR MOVEMENT" AND TO OPPOSE THE 
NATIONALIZATION OF RURAL LAND. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL (REF A) 

THAT THESE GALLA LEADERS WERE RECENTLY CAPTURED NEAR AMBO. 

4. ALULA BEKELLE, DESCRIBED AS A HARD-CORE SUPPORTER OF THE 
OLD ORDER WHO HAD ABUSED HIS OFFICE TO HIS OWN BENEFIT, WAS 
CHARGED WITH PLOTTING "TO DISRUPT THE POPULAR MOVEMENT." HE 
RESISTED ARREST LAST DECEMBER 2 AND "OPEN FIRED ON SECURITY 
FORCES DURING WHICH INNOCENT BLOOD WAS SHED BEFORE HE WAS 
CAPTURED" (REF B). 

5. THE OTHER THREE INDIVIDUALS WERE FOUND RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THE BOMB EXPLOSIONS AT CITY HALL AND WABE SHEBELLE HOTEL LAST 
DECEMBER 2 (CF REF C) "IN WHICH THREE INNOCENT PERSONS WERE 
KILLED AND TEN OTHERS SERIOUSLY INJURED." THEY AND THEIR 
ACCOMPLICES, WHO ARE STILL AT LARGE, WERE ALSO HELD ACCOUNTABLE 
FOR THE DECEMBER 2 BOMB EXPLOSION AT BOLE AIRPORT’S FUEL 
DEPOT (REF D), "ACTS OF TERRORISM WHICH WERE MEANT TO DISRUPT 
THE ETHIOPIAN POPULAR MOVEMENT AND TO CREATE CONFUSIN AMONG 
THE PEOPLE OF ADDIS ABABA." 
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